[The physiognomic semeiotics of anxiety. A critical review].
This study analyses the physical and physiognomic semiotics characteristic of anxious persons which, together with other symptoms, lead to the diagnosis of the disorder caused by anxiety. The theories of several authors concerning physiognomy, an ancient science based on the assumption that an individual's character and personality traits may be distinguished from his physical form and appearance, are discussed. It is clear that the symptoms apparent in the behaviour and body of the anxious person, such as tremor, sweating, tachycardia and numerous other psychosomatic symptoms, form an important element of assessment in psychiatric diagnosis.